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Tha General Accounting Office audit of the Federal records a&nageant 
progran, begun is i960, was Intended to have three phasds. two of 
these, audits of records nanagenent practices In the central office 
of the totional Archives end Records Service and la selected Federal 
Records Centers, have been oonplated and reports have been submitted 
to G 8 A and the Congress. 

As originally planned, the third phase vas to ba sn audit of records 
nsnagsnent progra ns in reprsaantstlvs Federal agencies, Washington 
and field, including the leadership provided to then by Q 8 A. In 
preparation for this phase, GAO la beginning a prelieinary survey to 
determine Whether a fulUne&le audit ia required and if ao what its 
nature should be. 

the prelielnery survey is being eede St this ties in selected agencies 
in Washington and their field counterparts in Boston and Kansas City. 

It my be extended to more agencies and, after January 196k, to otter 
field offices. 

Although not United In scope, the prellslnsry survey at present Is 
concentrating in the area of records disposition (schedules, disposal, 
transfer, agency records canters and storage areas). Information is 
being requested from each agency on such natters as its organisation 
for records disposition, on the operation of its records disposition 
progren, end on the quantity end location of lte records holdings. 
Agencies are also being questioned on the nature and extant of OSA 
leadership in records nsnagenent. 

The GAO ia toeping the national Archives and Records Service, OSA, 
in Washington end in the otter locations sectioned, informed of its 

PH SKfvor 

to answer any questions you nay have. 
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Herbert S. Angel 
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